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        About AAA… 

• Not-for-profit 

 

• Over 52 million members 

 

• 25 percent of U.S. households 

 

• Over 100 years of public service 



Every Time an Older Driver Crashes… 



It’s always the same reaction… 

“What can we do about these older drivers?” 



Setting the Record Straight… 



    Road Map… 

• Older Drivers by the Numbers 
 

• Research: Past & Present 
 

• Policy: Licensing, Infrastructure, Vehicles 
 

• Tools & Resources for Consumers 
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Shifting Demographics 



25 Percent by 2030 



Crash Involvement 

Drivers in their 70s crash about same as 
drivers in their 30s 

Drivers in their mid-to-late 80s have lower 
crash rates than drivers in their early 20s 

Drivers in their 80s have per mile crash 
rates about half those of teenagers!!! 



Who do older drivers put in danger? 



Deaths in Older Driver Crashes, 2013 



A Closer Look: Washington 

829,708 people age 65+ are 
licensed 

15.6 percent of DL holders in 
the state 

81 percent of seniors ages 65+ 
have a drivers license 
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Published in 2008 

• Overreliance on rear 

back-up cameras 
 

• 76 percent would 

purchase ACC again 
 

• 38 percent thought ACC 

made them a safer driver 
 

• 43 percent thought ACC 

would prevent crash 
 



Published in 2014 

• Senior drivers today less 

likely to crash 

 

• Senior drivers less likely 

to be injured/killed 

 

• Vehicles safer, seniors 

healthier 
 



Initiated in 2014 

• Longitudinal Cohort Study 
 

• 3,000 healthy active 

drivers ages 65+ 
 

• Comprehensive medical 

status and medication use 
 

• Driving habits including 

VMT, trip purpose and self 

regulatory decisions 
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Referral & Review of Potential 

Medically At-Risk Drivers 



 

Topic Areas   

• Identification and referral of potential medically 

at-risk drivers 

– by DMVs 

– by physicians and other health professionals 

– by law enforcement 

– by family members or friends 
 

• Assessment of potential medically at-risk drivers 
 

• Post-assessment options for medically at-risk 

drivers (balancing safety and mobility) 



• Works – Evidence is sufficient to warrant a 
recommendation 
 

• Likely to work – Evidence is weak or lacking, but the 
practice has been successfully applied by one or more 
DMVs and/or recommended in national/international 
consensus documents 
 

• Does NOT work – Evidence is sufficient to recommend 
NOT adopting a particular policy/practice 
 

• Unclear – Evidence is mixed, so that no clear 
recommendation can be made at this time 

 

Evidence-based Policy and Practice 
Recommendations   



• 29 approaches evaluated  9 recommended 
• Able to benchmark progress 

• Do no harm 

• Low cost 

• Great potential for public good 

Narrowing Down 



What are the recommendations? 

• Identification of at-risk drivers 

• In-person license renewal every five years for 
older drivers beginning no later than age 75 

 

• Visual acuity testing for all drivers at every in-
person renewal 

 

• DMV staff observational training 



What are the recommendations? 

• Identification of at-risk drivers 

• Form for easy physician referral 

 

• Form for easy law enforcement referral 

 

• Healthcare provider immunity for referral in 
good faith 



What are the recommendations? 

• Assessment of at-risk drivers 

• DMV access to medical expertise 



What are the recommendations? 

• Adjudication of at-risk drivers 

• Restricted licensing 

• Driver remediation or rehabilitation 



Driver Medical Toolkit 

Using Results: State-level 





Orig. Pub. in 2001 

• Signage 
 

• Pavement Markings 
 

• Designated Turn Lanes 
 

• Delineation of edgelines, 

curbs, medians, etc.  
 

 



Launched in 2008 

• Identifies vehicle features 

that can assist drivers 

with age-related changes 
 

• Addresses diminished 

vision, arthritic hands, 

hip/leg pain and limited 

upper-body range of 

motion 
 

• Lists vehicles 

exemplifying those 

features 



    Road Map… 

• Older Drivers by the Numbers 
 

• Research: Past & Present 
 

• Policy: Licensing, Infrastructure, Vehicles 
 

• Tools & Resources for Consumers 

 

 



Roadwise Review 

• Easy-to-use self-

screening tool 
 

• Shows how age-related 

changes in visual, mental, 

and physical abilities 

affect driving 
 

• Delivers immediate and 

confidential feedback 
 

• Results are user-specific 



Launched in 2007 

• Free, community-based 

edu/outreach program  
 

• Designed to enhance 

comfort and safety while 

behind the wheel 
 

• 12-point checklist/review 
 

• Involves brief consult with 

an OT/CDRS 



Drive Sharp 
• Cut your risk of a car 

crash by up to 50% 
 

• Increase useful field of 

view by up to 200% 
 

• Improve reaction time - 

reduce stopping distance  

by up to 22 feet at 55 mph 
 

• Drive with greater 

confidence at night, in 

congested traffic, and in 

new places 

• https://www.aaafoundatio

n.org/drivesharp 

 

https://www.aaafoundation.org/drivesharp
https://www.aaafoundation.org/drivesharp


Unanswered need remained 





Why is that a Problem? 



Led to the 2012 development of: 

•Developed by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety 

 

•Online tool that details common side effects of prescription 

and over-the-counter medications 

 

•Generates personalized feedback on how medications, 

herbal supplements and foods, and their interactions with 

each other, can impact safety behind the wheel.  learn how to 

mitigate possible crash risks.   

 



How does it work? 



Interactions Between Medications 



Interactions with Food 



Driver Warnings 



Detailed Medication Information 



Results 



Brown Bag Review 



•Free 

•Available to the public 

•Completely confidential 

•Offers great safety benefits 

 

AAA.com/RoadwiseRx    

Roadwise Rx 





Local Transportation Programs 



Local Transportation Programs 



 

Thank You! 

 

Nathan Warren-Kigenyi 

(202) 942-2076 

Nwarrenkigenyi@national.aaa.com 

 
 

 

 


