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STATE OF WASHINGTON

WASHINGTON TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION

621 8" Avenue SE, Suite 409, PO Box 40944, Olympia, Washington 98504-0944 (360) 725-9860

Access Commission Meeting recordings at

https://wtsc.wa.gov/meetings/commission-meetings/
The meeting recording, along with the Action Item or Motion items documented below
constitute the full minutes of the meeting.

TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION QUARTERLY MEETING

QUORUM PRESENT: YES [

NO KX
Date: January 19, 2023
Chair: Brandi Peetz, Association of Washington Cities
Call to Order: 10 a.m.
Adjourn: 11:52 a.m.
Agenda Item: | Approval of Meeting Minutes | Lead: All Commissioners

Minutes to be approved: October 22, 2022, minutes approved as distributed.

Changes Needed:

Agenda Item: | PUBLIC COMMENT | Lead:

Abigail Potter, WA Trucking Association

Commented on legislation not yet introduced -- Share the Road, which deals with large trucks and
busses and makes Share the Road education mandatory. This training is not currently included in
driver training curriculum. Share the Road has been around since 1986. In 2022 there were over 4,925
crashes involving commercial motor vehicles. WSP makes the at-fault determination in those crashes,
and, over the last five years, 78 percent of the crashes were assigned to the passenger vehicle or
motorcycle, 57 percent were assigned injury, and 52 percent was assigned to property damage. All
crashes were assigned to a motor vehicle or motorcycle.

The goal of this legislation is to make Share the Road education mandatory in driver curriculum. Six
of the top 10 violations assigned to passenger vehicles are things that could be resolved with education,
such as following too close, improper lane changes, improper turns, failure to not provide enough space
in front. Talking about truck blind spots, wide turns, and stopping distances is all very important
education to provide to drivers.

The WTA wants to commend the WTSC’s effort to lower the BAC. WTA strongly supports this
legislation. Many oppose, but WTA has been on the record to support lowering the BAC. Alcohol
participates in over 30 percent of fatal crashes. Highways are our workplace. We do not want to be
involved in those crashes. Any way we can reduce alcohol impaired incidents is important. Lowering
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going forward. Utah is a clear example.

the BAC previously had a tremendous affect and we have knowledge it can reduce impaired driving

WTA is also supportive of work zone speed cameras. Enforcement is difficult in work zones. The top
three violations are distracted driving, speed, and following too close. It is important to protect our
construction workers who are working on our roads.

WTA strongly opposes the motorcycle lane splitting legislation and does not think this bill will help
reduce crashes. The priority of all legislation should be whether it will reduce crashes.
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