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Cooper Jones Active Transportation Safety Council 
May 21, 2025 

10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 

Virtual: Microsoft Teams 
Meeting ID: 277 354 274 853  

Passcode: Qn9i6bK3  
 

Dial in by phone  
+1 564-999-2000,,751206335# United States, Olympia 
(833) 322-1218,,751206335# United States (Toll-free) 

Phone conference ID: 751 206 335#  

In-Person: WTSC Office 
621 8th Ave. SE – Suite 409 

Olympia, WA 98501 
 

Once you arrive and park out front, use the doorbell on 
the pillar near the door to notify WTSC staff you are 
attending the meeting. They will direct you to the 

meeting location. 
 

Purpose: The purpose of this meeting of the Cooper Jones Active Transportation Safety 
Council is to:  

• Learn about e-scooter and e-bike injury data 
• Final Legislative 2025 update 
• Learn what a few members are working on related to active transportation safety 

Agenda: 

 

10:30 -10:45 Welcome – Jessie Knudsen, WTSC Program Manager and Pat Hughes, 
Facilitator 

• Purpose and Agenda 
• Introductions; Affirm quorum  
• Guest check in 
• Approve April 2025 minutes  
• Review how ATSC makes recommendations 

 
10:45 – 11:30 Presentation: E-bike and e-scooter injury data 

• Speakers:  
o ATSC member Dr. Xinyao deGrauw, Harborview Injury Prevention 

& Research Center, UW Medicine 
o Austin Gaal, DDS, FACS; Master of Public Health Candidate, 

University of Washington School of Public Health; Clinical 
Assistant Professor, UW/ Harborview Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery Residency Program 
 Dr. Gaal completed his dental school training at Columbia 

University in New York City and then his residency in oral 
and maxillofacial surgery at the University of Washington. 
He then completed his fellowship in cleft and craniofacial 
surgery under Dr. Kevin Smith in Oklahoma, and then he 
returned to establish a cleft lip and palate OMS practice in 
the PNW while also teaching at Harborview Medical 
Center, which is the only pediatric and adult level 1 
trauma center in the PNW. He returned to school and is 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_ZTdlNmM5YTQtMWFiZi00MTZjLTlkYjItMDMzYWFiN2FlMjZm%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%25223c5db127-1ca7-4149-ab91-457d00333d0d%2522%257d&data=05%7C02%7Cawilliams%40wtsc.wa.gov%7C3abc4e9d08b1405bd4a808dd36746769%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638726595781015623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=atNaTHu5aO6S4Igca2U7n68NBKainRqC7p0bbvd%2B1hs%3D&reserved=0
tel:+15649992000,,751206335
tel:8333221218,,751206335


currently completing his Master of Public Health. This 
coupled with his experience seeing a rise in e-scooter 
facial traumas at Harborview has prompted him to take a 
deep dive into why and what we are doing about it. 

• 30 min presentation, 15 min discussion 
 

11:30 – 11:50 WTSC Updates 
• Final Legislative update – Mark McKechnie 

 
11:50 – 12:20 Member Learning 

• What’s an issue you’re working on, or challenged by, that relates to 
ATSC?   

 
12:25-12:30 Announcements – July Summit, Sept in-person meeting  

Closing and Thank You 
 

 

  



Invited Voting Council Members: Alan Adolf, Yakima Valley Conference of Governments; 
Alex Alston, WA Bikes; Shelly Baldwin, Washington Traffic Safety Commission Acting 
Director; Maximilian Cantu, Snohomish County Medical Examiner’s Office; Barb 
Chamberlain, WSDOT Active Transportation Division; Charlotte Claybrooke, WSDOT Active 
Transportation Division; Dr. Xinyao de Grauw, Harborview Injury Prevention & Research 
Center, UW Medicine; Jennifer Dieguez, WA Dept. of Health; Dr. Annemarie Dooley, 
Washington Physicians for Social Responsibility; Eric Edwards, Richland Police Department; 
Sgt. Teresa Fuller, Spokane Police Department; Jesse Gilpatrick, Center for Independence; 
Tony Gomez, Seattle & King County Public Health; Will Habel, Clallam County; Cara 
Jockumsen, WA Dept. of Licensing; David Jones; Kitty Klitzke, City of Spokane; William 
Lemke, WA Council on Aging; Karen Messmer, Bike and Peds Advocate; Dr. Steve Mooney, 
UW Dept. of Epidemiology (sub for Dr. de Grauw); Venu Nemani, Seattle Dept. of 
Transportation; Jon Pascal, Kirkland City Council; Weston Perkins-Clark, EMT/Safe Kids 
Coordinator; Dr. Amy Person, Benton-Franklin Health District; Portia Shields, Yakama 
Nation; Harold Taniguchi, Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs; Carrie Wilhelme, 
City of Tacoma; Kerri Wilson, Intercity Transit 

ATSC Program Manager: Jessie Knudsen, Washington Traffic Safety Commission 

ATSC Program Support: Abby Williams, Washington Traffic Safety Commission 

ATSC External Facilitator: Patricia Hughes, Trillium Leadership Consulting 
 



These minutes remain in draft form until the next meeting when the membership will have a chance 
to make any needed changes. 
 

   
 

Cooper Jones Active Transportation Safety Council (ATSC) Meeting 
April 16, 2025 

10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Hybrid Meeting 
Access ATSC meeting recordings at https://wtsc.wa.gov/safe-driving/active-transportation-safety-council/. 

 

Quorum Present:  ☒ Yes  ☐ No 

 
Summary Notes 
Agenda Item: Welcome Lead: Jessie Knudsen, WTSC 

Program Manager; Pat Hughes, 
Facilitator 

 
Members were welcomed to the April meeting. 
 
Follow-Up: N/A 

 

Agenda Item: Approval of Meeting Minutes Lead: Jessie Knudsen 
 
Minutes to be approved: March 19, 2025.  
 
The March minutes were distributed prior to the meeting for review. No corrections or 
additions were requested. The minutes will be posted on the Active Transportation Safety 
Council website. 
 
Follow-Up: N/A 

 

Agenda Item: Public Comment Lead: Members of the Public 
 
Speaker: Doug MacDonald, former Secretary of Transportation for Washington 
 
Doug MacDonald attended the meeting and shared his concerns about e-scooters and their 
safety implications and lack of discussion about their safety implications.  Doug prepared a 
report highlighting findings from reports prepared by Washington state agencies.  Doug 
commended Dr. Staci Hoff from the Washington Traffic Safety Commission on her efforts 
related to ensure the data got reported.  Doug emphasized the importance of making 
transportation decisions with good data. 
 
Refer to Doug’s report, attached: A1 – Doug MacDonald Public Comment 
 
Follow-Up: N/A 

https://wtsc.wa.gov/safe-driving/active-transportation-safety-council/
https://wtsc.wa.gov/safe-driving/active-transportation-safety-council/
https://wtsc.wa.gov/safe-driving/active-transportation-safety-council/
https://wtsc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/E-Scooter-Report_Dec2024.pdf


These minutes remain in draft form until the next meeting when the membership will have a chance 
to make any needed changes. 
 

   
 

Agenda Item: Emergency Streets Presentation Lead: Dr. Kevin J. Krizek, 
Professor, University of Colorado 
Boulder; Tila Duhaime, Co-
Director of Transportation 
Alternatives and Emergency 
Streets Co-Founder 

 
Refer to presentation: A2 – Emergency Streets: Tackling Societal Desensitization to Traffic 
Violence & Reinventing Obdurate Infrastructure 
 
Dr. Kevin Krizek (kjkrizek@gmail.com), a professor of environmental design at the University 
of Colorado Boulder who specializes in sustainable transportation and urban planning.  Tila 
Duhaime (tilatila2@gmail.com) is a transportation advocate and civic leader in Boulder, 
Colorado, known for her commitment to active transportation, user safety, and inclusivity 
mobility.  Together, Dr. Krizek and Tila Duhaime shared about Emergency Streets, an 
exercise that dictates the “roadways within a half-mile radius of the crash site would be 
reduced by 20 miles per hour below the posted speed limit” (Duhaime, Krizek, 2023, p. 6). 
 
For an in-depth recap of the presentation and discussion, refer to the meeting recording 
between timestamps 13:21 and 1:28:40.  A variety of comments were made verbally and via 
chat and were captured during the conversation between the council members and the 
presenters. 
 
Refer to document: A3 – Emergency Streets Comments 
 
Post-meeting, Dr. Krizek shared that the council drives impact in two key ways: first, through 
its collective work, and second, through members serving as representatives to more 
localized groups. Dr. Krizek and Tila are more than happy to respond to any follow-up 
questions from committee members, whether about state enabling legislation, getting the 
Emergency Streets "kit" operational, or anything else that may be helpful. 
 
Follow-Up: N/A 

 

Agenda Item: Legislative Report Lead: Mark McKechnie, WTSC 
External Relations Director 

 
Refer to presentation: A4 – Traffic Safety Legislation: 2025 Update 
 
Mark shared an update on timely legislative tracking. 
 
Follow-Up: N/A 

 

Agenda Item: Measuring ATSC Success Lead: Pat Hughes, Facilitator 
 
Refer to document: A5 – Measuring ATSC Success 
 

mailto:kjkrizek@gmail.com
mailto:tilatila2@gmail.com
https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/reports/9g54xk375
https://wtsc.wa.gov/safe-driving/active-transportation-safety-council/


These minutes remain in draft form until the next meeting when the membership will have a chance 
to make any needed changes. 
 

   
 

Q: How do ATSC’s past recommendations fit in? 
A: This is addressed in the Policy / Outcomes portion of the matrix. 
 
Follow-Up: N/A 

 

Agenda Item: Closing Discussion Lead: Pat Hughes, Facilitator 
 
Cooper’s Birthday 
April 16th marks Cooper Jones’ birthday. This council was founded and continues to operate 
in his honor. 
 
In-Person Meeting 

- Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 
- Location: Spokane, WA 
- If you have connections in Spokane or know of meeting venues, please contact Jessie 

Knudsen (jknudsen@wtsc.wa.gov) and Abby Williams (awilliams@wtsc.wa.gov).  
 
Washington Traffic Safety Summit 

- We have funding available for ATSC members to attend the Summit. 
- If you are interested in attending, please contact Jessie Knudsen 

(jknudsen@wtsc.wa.gov) and Abby Williams (awilliams@wtsc.wa.gov) by May 30, 
2025. 

 
WSDOT E-Bike Rebate Voucher 
Spread the word: People have until noon on April 23rd to enter the drawing for an e-bike 
rebate voucher. https://ebikeswsdot.aptim.com/ 
 
Follow-Up: N/A 

 

Present Council Members: Alan Adolf, Yakima Valley Conference of Governments; Shelly 
Baldwin, Washington Traffic Safety Commission Acting Director; Barb Chamberlain, WSDOT 
Active Transportation Division; Charlotte Claybrooke, WSDOT Active Transportation Division; 
Jennifer Dieguez, WA Dept. of Health; Dr. Annemarie Dooley, Washington Physicians for 
Social Responsibility; Jesse Gilpatrick, Center for Independence; Tony Gomez, Seattle & 
King County Public Health; Will Habel, Clallam County; Cara Jockumsen, WA Dept. of 
Licensing; Kitty Klitzke, City of Spokane; William Lemke, Retired Public Employees Council, 
Judge (Ret.); Karen Messmer, Olympia Safe Streets Campaign; Dr. Steve Mooney, UW 
Dept. of Epidemiology; Venu Nemani, Seattle Dept. of Transportation; Jon Pascal, Kirkland 
City Council; Dr. Amy Person, Benton-Franklin Health District; Portia Shields, Yakama 
Nation; Harold Taniguchi, Commission on Asian Pacific American Affairs; Carrie Wilhelme, 
City of Tacoma; Kerri Wilson, Intercity Transit 

ATSC Program Manager: Jessie Knudsen, Washington Traffic Safety Commission 

ATSC Program Support: Abby Williams, Washington Traffic Safety Commission 

mailto:jknudsen@wtsc.wa.gov
mailto:awilliams@wtsc.wa.gov
mailto:jknudsen@wtsc.wa.gov
mailto:awilliams@wtsc.wa.gov
https://ebikeswsdot.aptim.com/


These minutes remain in draft form until the next meeting when the membership will have a chance 
to make any needed changes. 
 

   
 

ATSC External Facilitator: Patricia Hughes, Trillium Leadership Consulting 

WTSC Staff: Dr. Staci Hoff, Research Director; Mark McKechnie, External Relations 
Director; Bernie Shah, IT Manager; Erin Vroman, Program Specialist 

Guests: Tila Duhaime, Bicycling and Pedestrian Safety Advocate; Sara Hallstead, Seattle & 
King County Public Health; Dr. Kevin Krizek, University of Colorado Boulder; Doug 
MacDonald; Dr. John Milton, Washington State Department of Transportation; Amy 
Shaffer; Celeste Toyofuku, Seattle & King County Public Health 



Doug MacDonald Public Comment
Cooper Jones Active Transportation Safety Council
April 16, 2025 

A1

















EMERGENCY STREETS:  
TACKLING SOCIETAL DESENSITIZATION TO TRAFFIC VIOLENCE  
& REINVENTING OBDURATE INFRASTRUCTURE

COOPER JONES ATSC   |     16 APRIL 2025

A2



TEXT: 
more text



EMERGENCY STREETS WORKSHOPS IN THE PAST YEAR:



PART I: DO WE THINK OF TRAFFIC INJURY RISK AS DIFFERENT 
FROM RISK OF FIRES, FLOODS, OR EARTHQUAKES?  

WHY AREN’T TRAFFIC FATALITIES TREATED AS A PUBLIC 
HEALTH EMERGENCY? 

(12 MIN)



Major Causes of Violent Deaths 
in the U.S. (deaths / day) 

 Chart: created by David Agnew ~2017 for company Next Maneuvers, Inc. 



Naumann RB, West BA, Barry V, Matthews S, Lee R. Pedestrian and Overall Road Traffic Crash Deaths — United States and 27 Other High-
Income Countries, 2013–2022. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly Rep 2025;74:134–139. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.15585/mmwr.mm7408a2.

DEATHS PER 100 MILLION 
MILES TRAVELED



MOTOR VEHICLE (MV) CRASHES RANK AS THE LEADING CAUSE  
OF UNINTENTIONAL INJURY DEATH (U.S.)







HOW WOULD A CITY RESPOND TO…
-A carbon monoxide leak in an apartment building where residents require emergency oxygen treatment  

-A forest fire, currently 12 km away, swiftly approaching town 

-A report from a school teacher who spots two people, armed and masked, on the school grounds 

-A mountain lion in town, who is ill and has been showing aggression to humans 

-An airplane landing on a busy roadway in town 



PART II: CAN TEMPORARY INFRASTRUCTURE EFFECTIVELY PROMPT USERS TO SLOW 
DOWN ON OUR EXISTING ROAD NETWORK?  

WHAT CAN HELP PUBLIC AGENCIES GET USED TO USING THESE TOOLS? WHAT 
STRATEGIES CAN YOU OFFER TO OVERCOME SOME OF THE CHALLENGES?  

(20 MIN)





Hauer, E. 2009. “Speed and Safety.” Transportation Research Record 10–17  
Elvik, R. 2009. “The Power Model of the Relationship Between Speed and Road Safety: Update and New Analyses.” Oslo: Institute of Transport Economics.  
NTSB. 2017. “Reducing Speeding-Related Crashes Involving Passenger Cars.” NTSB/SS- 17/01, PB2017-102341. 

KINETIC FORCES ARE  
LINKED TO INJURY SEVERITY

SPEED KILLS, LEADING TO 
MORE TRAFFIC VIOLENCE LOWER SPEED



FRAMEWORK COULD BE APPLIED TO URBAN SETTINGS OF VARYING SIZE 





PART III: COULD ES REALLY BE APPLIED TOMORROW ON 
LOCAL/SUBURBAN ROADS?  

WHAT STEPS ARE NEEDED TO PROGRESS THIS EFFORT AT 
COMMUNITY AND STATE LEVELS?

(25 MIN)



Was the driver….

WHAT HAPPENS NOW
Speeding

Road KSI

Impaired Distracted Aggressive

Blame the Driver

Can engineering  
provide remedy?

Driver error

Do a studyIs funding available?

Such a shame Unfortunate accident

Engineering problem

no

no

yes

no



Was the driver….

AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH TO RESPONDING TO A FATAL CRASH
Speeding

Road KSI

Impaired Distracted Aggressive

Blame the Driver

Can engineering  
provide remedy?

Driver error

Do a studyIs funding available?

Such a shame Unfortunate accident

Engineering problem

no

no

Emergency streets

yes

Harness kinetic energy

no



CHANGING THE PARADIGM:

MOVING BEYOND SHORT-TERM FIXES 
ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM 

ACTUATING & REINFORCING NEW EVIDENCE 





INVOLVING A “BIG” THING > LIKELY TO RESULT IN A FATAL CRASH





Source: https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2023/04/07/trucks-outnumber-cars/





-Record number of people are dying 

-Systemic issue (lack of feedback to meaningfully improve matters) 

-Society has grown numb to the problem 

-Responses to society have been inadequate (no vaccine in sight)

WHY IS THIS NOT A PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY? 



EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEM - COMPLACENT WITH RISK & FAILURE



CRAFT A BETTER PATH



Time

Market 
penetration/ 
development 

NEW INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORKS

MATURE

NASCENT

RAPID  
ACCELERATION



A SUB-OPTIMAL SYSTEM MAY APPEAR TO BE RATIONAL OVER TIME

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE SYSTEM CANNOT EVOLVE QUICKLY 
ENOUGH OVER TIME, THEREBY NOT MEETING CHALLENGES?

MAXIMIZE LEARNING BY INSTALLING NEW PROCESSES TIED TO PAST FAILURES
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April 2025 ATSC Chat Comments on Emergency Streets Presentation 

Barb – Harold just described motornormativity--the fact that we tend to judge risks created 
by driving differently from risks in other realms. 

• US research https://findingspress.org/article/122974-windshield-bias-car-brain-
motornormativity-different-names-same-obscured-public-health-hazard 

• UK research 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378025000172 

Barb - Offering a different description of the comparison than Harold's: Transportation 
systems can be thought of as electricity or water. We don't individually have to reduce the 
voltage coming from the dam or wear special gloves to plug a lamp into an outlet. The 
power is stepped down by trained professionals to a level we can interact with at the 
individual level.  

Traffic engineering could be thought of as the system between the high voltage or water 
source and the household. We don't rely on an individual buying a filter to make their tap 
water safe to consume. 

Karen Messmer When there is a fire, the fire chief or mayor speaks about the event. When 
someone dies in a traffic crash, the spokesperson does not describe how this is an 
epidemic, they typically only speak of the specific incident. There needs to be a 
spokesperson for this effort who is seen as an authority. 

Barb - Washington's tort liability laws have a lot to do with this. 

Kevin - tort liability laws...we'd like to look into those  

Dr.  Dooley - From a doctor's perspective we used to treat "accidents" in the hospital the 
same way i.e. blame behavior. Now due partly to Medicare and government rules there are 
no "accidents" only adverse events. They have to be tracked and action taken to prevent 
repeat the same adverse events. Otherwise the facility might be shut down. 

 Kevin - the motornormativity literature is a close cousin to the ideas presented in 
emergency streets 

 Jesse Gilpatrick, Center for Independence in Marysville, WA. I also collaborate with 
Emergency Management for disability inclusion. Driving is a privilege and personal that 
comes with a ton of responsibility. Yes, each individual drivers has their own unique of 
behavior and attitudes, especially when it comes to sharing the road. What I see more 
though is the lack of traffic knowledge. We take our driver education at a young age, but as 

A3

https://findingspress.org/article/122974-windshield-bias-car-brain-motornormativity-different-names-same-obscured-public-health-hazard
https://findingspress.org/article/122974-windshield-bias-car-brain-motornormativity-different-names-same-obscured-public-health-hazard
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378025000172
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we get older, how many of us retain some of those knowledge? Is it possible to do a 
knowledge check at certain age to keep the road safe? 

 John Milton - The ability to determine the root cause and contributing factors in 
infrastructure safety is a difficult one. Take a persons walking across a road, is the person 
driven to cross midblock because the system was developed for large signal spacing to 
increase vehicle movement through the system (speed), and often along a road without 
protected sidewalks/access eg., a less safe walking environment, increased time to walk, 
adverse weather and unknown personal security considerations. How do we as practitioner 
address the situation? I see it as what can we do to balance or improve the personal safety 
equation.  

Tony Gomez - Appreciate Tila's use of the term Public Health and Public Safety 
Approach.  It's what we've done in our Seattle-Dr. King County Traffic Safety Coalition for 25 
years which means a bigger tent towards marrying of the approaches.  I have more 
thoughts on the overall approach to ES in this regard.  

Mark M - When you talk to people in countries with much lower traffic deaths, it's not just 
road design they talk about. They talk about driver education, enforcement, and reducing 
impaired driving, in particular.  

Kevin - there was mention above from the publication : findings press.  There is now a new 
journal, called safety findings---and I am on the editorial board.   regarding the report as 
mentioned. There’s a good opportunity to publish it there. 

Barb – Re, using lavender, orange, Color usage suggestions will make local engineers go 
consult the MUTCD 

Tony- traffic violence term is a turn-off for those in public health, it encroaches into 
“violence.”  Prevention of Violence - traffic violence is not part of World Health Org lingo. 
What language would help our cause? 

Barb - A session that focuses on word choices and framing would be a good future topic. 
People don't even want to use the active rather than passive voice for traffic. You won't read 
"The ball was struck by the bat and a winning home run was achieved" in sports coverage. + 
Jessie, Steve 

I often share this link, which cites research and puts it into usable terms 
https://www.pedallove.org/from-victim-blaming-to-solutions-toolkit. Designed for an 
advocacy audience, relevant for public agency communications as well. 

https://www.pedallove.org/from-victim-blaming-to-solutions-toolkit
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Karen- The language situation includes the media reports that include 'whether the person 
was in a crosswalk or not' which seems to indicate that if one was not in a crosswalk, the 
person who was hit is to blame. 

Barb - For those who aren't familiar with ghost bikes, those are another awareness-raising 
tool that could be placed in these locations if someone on a bike died there.  

• https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost_bike 
• FYI on something Seattle Neighborhood Greenways did pre-COVID to mark 

pedestrian death locations https://komonews.com/news/local/white-silhouettes-
posted-across-seattle-to-honor-traffic-crash-victims 

Tila - This is about visible awareness –  

Bill L - Seattle has a 25mph speed limit for all arterials regardless of safety in urban 
neighborhoods.  We need a street by street and block by block determination and reduce to 
20 mph when appropriate. 

Tila- what ATSC could do - enabling state legislation, like Idaho Stop, “here’s a model that 
municipalities can put in their code.”  

Dr. Dooley – I like the gore – we need to use it. Cities are afraid of liability and not following 
process. “Adverse events” – regulations force us to address them, are required to keep our 
funding.  

I am allowed to use medical judgement to by-pass medical standards. Engineers are 
allowed to use engineering judgement if there is a special case ie., someone was killed i.e. 
installing temporary barriers 

Barb – As WSDOT reviews bills, we ask: “does this work for my agency, and will it pass if 
written?” We would need statutory language – not if it increases tort liability – we are the 
broadest in the nation for winning.  Can’t say “the street is the thing that killed people”. We 
can partner on the kind of language that could become an ATSC recommendation – to be 
clear about “don’t do this…because it will no longer be great” 

I'll add that the current resource constraints for the transportation budgets, both state and 
local, raise barriers to adoption. 

John Milton – contributing factors, even if not infrastructure – what can we do to remove the 
behavioral outcome.  

Harold – I vote for doing something on this.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghost_bike
https://komonews.com/news/local/white-silhouettes-posted-across-seattle-to-honor-traffic-crash-victims
https://komonews.com/news/local/white-silhouettes-posted-across-seattle-to-honor-traffic-crash-victims
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Barb - Personally I think it would be better to approach the temporary change as a tactical 
urbanism quick-build opportunity to trial the actual changes we'd want. A work zone isn't a 
roadway reconfiguration, it's a tiny detour. 

Personally I think it would be better to approach the temporary change as a tactical 
urbanism quick-build opportunity to trial the actual changes we'd want. A work zone isn't a 
roadway reconfiguration, it's a tiny detour. 

 Mark M – half of fatalities involve an impaired driver, and for peds, half are impaired peds- 
they won’t respond to built environment rationally. Fatalities rarely take place in the same 
exact location, which is another challenge for geographic patterns.  

Barb - Where multiple crashes occur in the same corridor, slowdown after slowdown would 
be very informative.  

Karen - Impaired driving further supports the need to reduce speed with physical design 
that slows driving behavior. That includes temporary structural reminders. 

Portia – counties take a long time to do anything about danger areas, not getting the 
attention and response  

Kevin- the sky didn’t fall when we reduced speed limit; trying to do this so engineers and 
public works have a say -  

Barb – Future discussion needed on what it would take for the crash investigations to 
happen that quickly. (Answer isn't just funding; it's also availability of people trained in all 
the topics listed.) 

Tony - I have been part of Public Health Emergency or Severe Health Hazard declarations.  I 
have tried over the years to get a similar declaration for traffic fatalities, serious injuries and 
the cost burden.  I have not been successful. Maybe looking at state/local public health law 
change for how to get this kind of declaration/attention would be worth discussing.  

Steve - Advocacy is not my area at all, but I wonder if testing this approach where with 
someone has been seriously injured rather than killed would be more politically effective. 
Someone with visible injuries talking to a local reporter about how high speed contributed 
to the collision that hurt them feels like they'd be an effective face of the intervention. 

Barb - Following up on Portia's comment, in re-reading RCW 46.61.415 
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.415 on slowing speeds at the city level 
without a traffic study, I also found RCW 46.61.480 
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.480 about tribal powers over speed 
limits. That should be considered in this discussion too. 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=46.61.415
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.480


TRAFFIC SAFETY LEGISLATION: 
2025 UPDATE

Mark McKechnie, MSW, External Relations Director, WTSC

Bill statuses noted are accurate as of 4/15/25
Chamber cutoff for most bills is 4/16/25

A4
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HB 1878: YOUNG DRIVERS
❖ Requires DOL to establish a program to provide vouchers to cover 

up to the average costs of driver training education courses for low-
income drivers. 

❖ Adds mandatory driver training education for new drivers who are 
18 years old beginning January 1, 2027. Extends requirement 
through age 21 by January 2030. (Bottom line: Drivers born in 2009 
and later will be subject to this requirement.)

❖ Requires new driver's license applicants under the age of 25, 
beginning May 1, 2026, and until January 1, 2031, to pass an online 
work zone and first responder safety course. 

❖ Requires the Department of Licensing (DOL) to establish a program 
to expand education opportunities for driver training school 
instructors and a program to partner with tribal governments to 
provide young driver training education in tribal communities. 

❖ Increases certain driver licensing and vehicle registration fees to 
fund the new programs. 

2

Passed House 74-22
Passed Senate 38-11
Requires House Concurrence Vote
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HB 1596: INTELLIGENT SPEED ASSISTANCE DEVICES

▪Requires the use of an intelligent speed assistance device, 
as a condition to a temporary restricted or occupational 
driver's license, under certain circumstances.

▪Requires installation of speed limiter when the person has:
▪Reckless driving conviction (required for 150 days after license 

suspension ends)
▪3 traffic infractions within 1 year, or 4 infractions within 2 years
▪And when one infraction includes 10+ mph over posted speed 

40 mph or less or 20+ mph over posted speeds greater than 40 
mph (During the first 120 days of the period of probation 
following 60-day license suspension)

3

Passed House 84-12
Passed Senate 40-8
Requires House Concurrence Vote
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SB 5238: SPEED AND 
RECKLESS DRIVING

Expands the conduct that 
constitutes Reckless Driving (RCW 
46.61.500) to include when a 
person drives a vehicle more than 
30 miles per hour over the posted 
speed limit.

Passed Senate 47-2
Awaiting vote in the House
House amendments would require concurrence vote
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SB 5374: TRIBAL TRAFFIC SAFETY

• Requires WTSC to establish a Tribal Traffic Safety 
Coordinator Program to assist tribes in implementing 
traffic safety strategies. 

• Allows a tribal government representative to serve on 
the Cooper Jones Active Transportation Safety Council 
at the Traffic Safety Commission (Commission). 

• Requires specified local planning efforts to work in 
coordination with affected tribal governments and 
assess impacts on affected tribal areas. 

Passed Senate 
Currently in House Rules
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SB 5581: SAFE 
SYSTEM/COMPLETE STREETS
• Integrates shared-use paths that are part of a state or local active 

transportation plan into certain highway planning, design, and construction.  

• Defines the term roundabout, and updates definitions for crosswalk and 
intersection within the context of roundabouts. 

• Requires the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) to 
identify existing or planned active transportation facilities on publicly or 
tribally owned property and determine if such facility provides equal or 
better access to destinations and is an appropriate network connection 
providing mitigation in lieu of fulfilling Complete Streets requirements on 
state rights-of-way, subject to a cooperative agreement and certain 
conditions. 

• Authorizes WSDOT to implement Complete Streets requirements on Safe 
Routes to School Program, Connecting Communities Program, and Bike and 
Pedestrian Grant Program recipients, when there are changes on state rights-
of-way.

Passed Senate 29-19
Currently in House Rules
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SB 5595 SHARED STREETS
▪ Authorizes local authorities to designate a 

non-arterial highway a "shared street." 

▪ Permits local authorities to establish 
maximum speed limits of 10 miles per hour 
on shared streets. 

▪ Requires vehicular traffic traveling along a 
shared street to yield the right-of-way to a 
pedestrian, bicyclist, or operator of a micro-
mobility device. 

▪ Requires a bicyclist or micro-mobility device 
operator traveling along a shared street to 
yield the right-of-way to a pedestrian.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Passed Senate 45-4
Passed House 64-32
Requires Senate Concurrence Vote

https://www.flickr.com/photos/wheelo28/841406360/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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HB 1423: NOISE 
ENFORCEMENT CAMERAS

• Authorizes automated vehicle noise enforcement 
cameras to be used as part of a pilot program to detect 
maximum permissible vehicle equipment sound level 
violations in zones designated by local ordinance as 
vehicle-racing camera enforcement zones in cities 
participating in the pilot program. 

• Requires WTSC to oversee pilot and report to legislature 
by January 1, 2028. Pilot expires July 1, 2028.

Passed House 57-40
Currently in Senate Rules
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HB 1515: ALCOHOL SERVICE 
IN PUBLIC SPACES

• Provisions for city, town, or county and LCB to approve 
temporary outdoor alcohol service licenses

• Intends local governments and LCB to approve 
expanded indoor and outdoor service in public spaces 
be allowed during single multi-day event in June-July 
2026 (World Cup)

• Requires local governments that implemented 
expanded alcohol service to conduct a public 
engagement review or submit a report. 
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BILLS THAT DID NOT PASS CUTOFFS (4/15/24)

▪SB 5067: Reducing the per se BAC limit to 0.05 percent

▪SB 5705: Increasing fines for repeat traffic infractions

▪HB 1512: Limiting traffic stops

▪HB 1110: Vacating convictions for DUI

▪HB 1113: Authorizing courts to dismiss misdemeanor 
charges upon defendant’s substantial compliance with 
court-ordered conditions 

These bills and others that do not 
pass will be reintroduced in 2026.
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Measuring ATSC Success 

Goal: Reduce pedestrian and roller fatalities and serious injuries 

Area of Focus Inputs Outputs Outcomes 
Policy Study Group 

Meetings 
 
Proposals for 
support submitted 
 
Votes taken 
 
White Papers 
developed 
 
Council Meeting 
Presentations 
 
Council meeting-
based Discussions 
 
Legislative Reports 
delivered  
 
Bills of interest 
tracked per session 
 

Annual Report 
completed and 
delivered to policy 
influencers 
 
Letters of support 
compiled and delivered 
to policy influencers 
 
Recommendations 
developed 
 
Recommendations are 
funded 
 
Recommendations 
become state law 
 
 
 

Recommendations implemented 
(percentage of the state by year 
one, number of 
cities/towns/counties that adopt 
the new law, number of 
infrastructure improvements 
made as a result)  
 
Active transportation user fatality 
rates in areas where 
recommendation-based laws are 
implemented decrease 
 
Active transportation user 
serious injury rates in areas 
where recommendation-based 
laws are implemented decrease 

Collaboration Member 
recruitment 
 
Hours of meeting 
time 
 
Hours of study 
group time 
 
Hours of 
administrative 
support 
 
Hours of Planning  
 
Outreach and 
vetting conducted 
(speakers, new 
members) 
 

Council meeting 
presentations delivered 
 
Council meetings held 
 
Number of active 
members 
 
Ad hoc study groups 
formed 
 
Votes taken using 
consensus-driven 
decision-making 
 
Number of speakers 
 
Topics identified 

Percent of council’s roles filled 
 
Diversity of perspectives and 
locations represented 
 
Recommendations and white 
papers contributed to annual 
report 
 
 
 

A5
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Onboarding Support 
 
EC meetings  

White papers produced 
and delivered to policy 
influencers 

Data Fatal Case Review 
member time 
 
Fatal Case Review 
Summary 
Presentation  
 
Administrative Tasks 
(Data Collection 
and Evaluation, 
preparation, file 
packet compilations 
and distribution) 
 
Facilitation 
 
Process 
development and 
improvement 

Number of Fatal Case 
Reviews held 
 
Gaps Identified 
(Parking lots, Young 
Driver Education) 
 
Trends identified (FCR 
to FCR, year to year, 
etc.) 
 
Recommendations 
contributed to annual 
report 
 
Recommendations 
become law 
 
Gap/new data is 
collected 
 
Gap/new data 
collection is funded 

Gap/new data is used to increase 
ATU safety 
 
Gap/new data is used to procure 
funding for programs and 
projects that increase ATU safety 
 

 
 
 



Nonmotorized Opportunities and Resources 

Each month, we’ll compile any relevant opportunities, resources, and other information 
that may be of interest to you.  These are shared by WTSC and Cooper Jones ATSC 
stakeholders.  Please feel free to share with your networks. 

 

Training Opportunity! 

Field Course in Active Transportation Safety and Complete Streets Design 0  

 

Training Opportunity! 
Field Course in Active Transportation Safety and Complete Streets Design - Seattle 

Jun 18, 2025 
9:00a - 2:00p 

  

Field Course in 
Active 
Transportation 
Design 

 

In-Person, Spokane, 
WA 

  

REGISTER 
NOW 

 

For $100 off, 
use code: 
ATF2025 

          

   
 

On-Demand 
Anytime 

  

Introduction to 
Active 
Transportation 

 

Online, 8 Hours of 
Anytime Course 
Material 

  

REGISTER 
NOW 

 

 

        

 

Register for Transportation Data and Analysis Tools courses now! 🧰🧰 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwdi.omscatalog.uw.edu%2Fcourses%2Ffield-course-in-active-transportation-safety-and-complete-streets-design---spokane&data=05%7C02%7Cawilliams%40wtsc.wa.gov%7C05eda83bb57c440e5c1c08dd8422dfdf%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638812007520741312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f6mc8KSmvl8hQR8vgCwbojLzDnrsebPFPTvlkna2yNc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwdi.omscatalog.uw.edu%2Fcourses%2Ffield-course-in-active-transportation-safety-and-complete-streets-design---spokane&data=05%7C02%7Cawilliams%40wtsc.wa.gov%7C05eda83bb57c440e5c1c08dd8422dfdf%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638812007520741312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f6mc8KSmvl8hQR8vgCwbojLzDnrsebPFPTvlkna2yNc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factrans.omscatalog.uw.edu%2Fcourses%2Fintroduction-to-active-transportation-and-safe-systems-integration&data=05%7C02%7Cawilliams%40wtsc.wa.gov%7C05eda83bb57c440e5c1c08dd8422dfdf%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638812007520762702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ltvsy49pnwo4hL%2FeQZTgnY2%2B1vzKL6JgmUVgSmj%2FQok%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Factrans.omscatalog.uw.edu%2Fcourses%2Fintroduction-to-active-transportation-and-safe-systems-integration&data=05%7C02%7Cawilliams%40wtsc.wa.gov%7C05eda83bb57c440e5c1c08dd8422dfdf%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638812007520762702%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ltvsy49pnwo4hL%2FeQZTgnY2%2B1vzKL6JgmUVgSmj%2FQok%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fuw.edu%2Fdata-analysis-tools&data=05%7C02%7Cawilliams%40wtsc.wa.gov%7C05eda83bb57c440e5c1c08dd8422dfdf%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638812007520775609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mAfRcHKQCFXDRNJYoZ038ST3IEsYVkuXUP%2FyNFDHwSg%3D&reserved=0
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