
DISCUSSION: WHY DID 2023 TRAFFIC 
FATALITIES INCREASE? 

Shelly Baldwin, Director, WTSC
Commission Meeting, October 17, 2024
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Washington Traffic Fatalities 1968 – Present
Source: WTSC Historical Counts, CFC Files



Trend Data 
Shows 

All Crash Factors 
Increasing

2013 to 2023



https://www.thenewstribune.com/news/business/article291042845.html 

National Road Death 
Rates and Percent 
Change Since Pre-
Pandemic Years
Fatality rates are based on vehicle miles 
traveled in each state. The percent change 
shows the 2017-19 Average Rate Compared 
to 2023 Rate
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