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A Megaproject for Safety:

Fixing WA’'s Most Dangerous Roadways
7.15.2025 | Traffic Safety Summit

Kirk Hovenkotter & Katy Ricchiuto
Transportation Choices Coalition
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DANGEROUS
BY DESIGN 2024
State of the States

47%

Of people walking
killed on our streets
occur on state owned
roadways
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More frequent fatal
crashes on mainstreet
highways than other
state roads







Washington State Mainstreet Highways

DRAFT

Mainstreet Highways
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The Seattle Times —m

S'WA road deaths jump 10%, reaching 33-year high. What are we
doing wrong?

Kirk HovenKkotter, executive director of the statewide Transportation Choices
Coalition, said a solution has less to do with motorist behavior than street
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-  He called on policymakers to treat these dangerous state roads as a
== “megaproject” in need of an immediate fix. And he applauded the proposed H
a $1.45 billion Seattle transportation levy for focusing on roads like these,
notably Aurora Avenue North.




WSDOT Head Mlllar Wants $1SO Million Annually
to Fix Washmgton s ‘Stroads’
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A Megaproject for Safety:

Fixing Washington’s Most °
Dangerous Roads Transportatlonghou:es

Everyone deserves to be able to move through their communities safely. But all too often, people are
killed and seriously injured on Washington'’s roads - and it's only getting worse. Making our roads safe is
essential to protect lives and ensure accessible streets and transit for all. We urge Washington State
elected leaders to take bold action by adopting a Megaproject for Safety.

The Crisis on Washington’s Most

Dangerous Roads

‘__mrv- x In 2023, Washington experienced its highest number of traffic
% fatalities since 1990, with someone losing their life on
Washington roads every 13 hours. More people were killed
walking or biking than in any other year on record, and 47% of
these fatalities occurred on roads managed by the state.
Injuries and fatalities are especially common on main street
highways within population centers, often featuring a mixed-use
design known as stroads. The Washington State Department of
Transportation (WSDOT) owns these dangerous main street
highways. It's time for the state to take action to fix them.

at is a Main Street Highway?

Main street highways combine the wide lanes and high
speeds of a busy highway with the business and social
activity of a smaller main street. In Washington, main
street highways comprise about 1,100 miles of our
highways. They were initially built for high-speed travel,
and as urban areas have expanded, these roadways are
now places where people live and work, and are home to

some of the busiest bus lines in the state. A combination WSDOT reports that fatal

of high speeds, frequent driveways, and lack of crashes on these roads are

crosswalks and sidewalks has resulted in a more over twice as frequent, and

hazardous environment for everyone. serious injury crashes are
more than three times higher

The orange dots on the state map represent all of . compared to other routes.

Washington’s existing main street highways.
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Take Action:
Transportationchoices.org/safety
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What are the legislative or policy
barriers that get in the way of
your work?

Examples:
Funding, jurisdictional ownership, design standards, legislative will,
community pushback
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Example: Giving more flexibility
of speed limits on state-owned
roadways
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What are the legislative or policy
barriers that get in the way of
your work?

Examples:
Funding, jurisdictional ownership, design standards, legislative will,
community pushback
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How can we overcome these
barriers through policy change or
funding?




o
Transportatlonghmces

Thank you!

Kirk Hovenkotter, Executive Director
Katy Ricchiuto, Policy Director
Transportation Choices Coalition

Kirk@transportationchoices.org
katy@transportationchoices.org
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