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What are “Safe System
Speeds”?
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afe system speeds

Washington State Injury Minimization and Speed
Management Policy Elements and Implementation
Recommendations
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Side impact 30 MPH oscumen
The contents of this document reflect the views of the Injury Minimization and Speed Management

Workgroup members. The contents do not necessarily reflect the official views or policies of the
agencies that they represent. This document does not constitute a standard, specification, or
regulation.

Head on 30-45 MPH

Rear end 35-70 MPH https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/InjuryMinimization-SpeedManagement-

PolicyElements-Recommendations.pdf
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Existing research
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Speeding is typically addressed as a behavioral issue,
though this is merely the tip of the iceberg

Reckless behavior /\

Inappropriate posted speed limits
Road design that encouraging unsafe speeds
Vehicle capabilities increasing speeds

Source: Vision Zero Network

7> WSDOT



The impacts of speed
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Source: NACTO City Limits
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The case for lower vehicle speeds
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Image Source: Target Zero 2019
Data Source: European Transport Safety Council 1995
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Washington’s safety context
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Year Measure B rFatalities

Mumber of fatalities and serious injuries  [utiple .. ~ | [(am | B9 serious Injuries
2014 2015 2016 2017 20138 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
3.500 3413
3.102
3.000 2,821
2,500 2,430
2217 2221 2,238 2252
2,080
2.000 2004
1.500
1.000
743 210
874
551 583 574
cop | 42 536 530 533
4 View on Tableau Public Ll O of Share
Source: WSDOT Transportation Data, GIS and Modeling Office; the Coded Fatal Crash System (CFC), Washington Traffic Safety Commission.
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Statewide policy
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Policy timeline

- WA State Active - Exec. Order E 1085.01 - WSDOT Drafting Safe
Transportation Plan Road Safety - Advancing System Speeds Policy
. the Safe System Approach . .

. - WSDOT Traffic - Drafting WA speed settin
Washington Target Manual speed limit for All Users handboofli for IoEaI roads s
Zero Update changes - WA State Vulnerable Road Shared lecislati

User Assessment -Shared streets legislation

2019 2021 2023 2025

| | | |
| | |
2020 2022 2024
WA Injury Minimization and - WSDOT Complete - MUTCD 11th
Speed Management Policy Streets Edition
Elements and. - SB 5687 Amended - WSDOT Design
Implementatlop RCW 46.61.415 Manual design speed
Recommendations (Speed Limits) changes
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Executive Order 1085

— Safe System
T— Speed

Operating — Posted —
Speed — Speed —
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Washington state law

7> WSDOT



RCWs

« RCW 46.61.400 — Basic rule and maximum limits

« RCW 46.61.405 — Decreases by secretary of transportation

« RCW 46.61.410 — Increases by secretary of transportation

« RCW 46.61.415* — When local authorities may establish or alter maximum limits

« RCW 46.61.440 — Maximum speed limit when passing school or playground
crosswalks

*Effective July 27, 2025, to include 10 mph for shared streets
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.400
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.405
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.410
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.415
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.440

Practitioner tools
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Safe system speed limit
handbook for local agencies

* Joint effort between
— WSDOT Active Transportation funding programs
— WSDOT City and County Safety programs
— Transportation Improvement Board
* Aiming for publication early 2026
« Guidance for local agencies to implement safe system speeds
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Active Transportation Contact for
Local Agencies

Briana Weisgerber

Active Transportation Programs Engineer
(564) 669-4552
briana.weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov

Scan to Subscribe to the WSDOT Walk +
Roll E-News for occasional updates with
grants, webinars and more
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