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What are “Safe System 
Speeds”?



Safe system speeds
• 90% chance of survival for expected 

crash type
• Set target speeds at injury 

minimization/safe system levels

Crash Type Driver Speed
(10% Fatal Injury Risk)

Ped/Bike 20-25 MPH

Side impact 30 MPH

Head on 30-45 MPH

Rear end 35-70 MPH https://wsdot.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-10/InjuryMinimization-SpeedManagement-
PolicyElements-Recommendations.pdf



Existing research



Source: Vision Zero Network



The impacts of speed
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Source: NACTO City Limits



The case for lower vehicle speeds
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Image Source: Target Zero 2019
Data Source: European Transport Safety Council 1995



Washington’s safety context
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Statewide policy



Policy timeline
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2 0 1 9

Washington Target 
Zero Update

2 0 2 0

WA Injury Minimization and 
Speed Management Policy 
Elements and 
Implementation 
Recommendations

2 0 2 1

- WA State Active 
Transportation Plan
- WSDOT Traffic 
Manual speed limit 
changes

2 0 2 2

- WSDOT Complete 
Streets
- SB 5687 Amended 
RCW 46.61.415 
(Speed Limits)

2 0 2 3

- Exec. Order E 1085.01
Road Safety – Advancing 
the Safe System Approach 
for All Users
- WA State Vulnerable Road 
User Assessment

2 0 2 4

- MUTCD 11th 
Edition
- WSDOT Design 
Manual design speed 
changes

2 0 2 5

- WSDOT Drafting Safe 
System Speeds Policy
- Drafting WA speed setting 
handbook for local roads
-Shared streets legislation



=Operating 
Speed =Posted 

Speed =Target 
Speed

Executive Order 1085

Safe System 
Speed



Washington state law



RCWs
• RCW 46.61.400 – Basic rule and maximum limits
• RCW 46.61.405 – Decreases by secretary of transportation
• RCW 46.61.410 – Increases by secretary of transportation
• RCW 46.61.415* – When local authorities may establish or alter maximum limits
• RCW 46.61.440 – Maximum speed limit when passing school or playground 

crosswalks

*Effective July 27, 2025, to include 10 mph for shared streets
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.400
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.405
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.410
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.415
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=46.61.440


Practitioner tools



Safe system speed limit 
handbook for local agencies
• Joint effort between

– WSDOT Active Transportation funding programs
– WSDOT City and County Safety programs
– Transportation Improvement Board

• Aiming for publication early 2026
• Guidance for local agencies to implement safe system speeds
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Active Transportation Contact for 
Local Agencies
Briana Weisgerber
Active Transportation Programs Engineer
(564) 669-4552
briana.weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov
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Scan to Subscribe to the WSDOT Walk + 
Roll E-News for occasional updates with 
grants, webinars and more

mailto:wbriana.weisgerber@wsdot.wa.gov
http://bit.ly/WSDOTactive-enews
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