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WSDOT crash 
data supports:
• Washington’s statewide crash 

system holds the basic data critical 
to guide transportation decisions.

• Crash data is considered central to 
virtually all traffic safety analysis.

• Crash data provided is used in 
developing and deploying effective 
traffic safety countermeasures.
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2024 crashes in review
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Type of InjuryCrashes

(K)  Fatal 673

(A)  Serious Injury2,951

(B)  Minor Injury11,825

(C)  Possible Injury14,666

(O)  No Injury (PDO)74,198

Total Crashes104,198



What does that cost?
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In 2024, the societal costs
of crashes occurring in 

Washington State is 
$23.3 billion.



Official repository 
for FARS reporting

Official repository 
for enforcement & 

insurance purposes

Official statewide 
crash data repository 
for research, planning 

& safety

Analyzed data with 
added data elements for 
fatal crashes only on all 

public roads in WA

Raw data as submitted 
by law enforcement with 
no added data elements 

for all roads in WA

Analyzed data with 
added data elements for 

all public roads in WA

Agencies with crash data in WA
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How does a crash get into the 
WSDOT system?
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A reportable incident must occur
RCW 46.52.030

• A motor vehicle must be involved.
• Injury to any person and/or $1,000 damage 

to a vehicle or property.

The crash must be reported
In WA this can occur in two ways

• Investigated by Law enforcement.  
• Direct Citizen Reporting (not in WSDOT 

system).



99% of law enforcement investigated 
crashes are submitted electronically

• There are three levels of business 
edits for electronic reports.

• It takes an average of 2 days from 
the time of the crash for the data to 
be received by WSDOT.

• We have the narrative and 
diagram for electronic reports 
submitted.

7



What do we do with the crash report?
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We review 128,000 incidents that 
occur on public roadways in 
Washington annually.

We review an average of 121 data 
elements on the crash form for two 
vehicle incidents on a state route.

We add up to an additional 
78 data elements required by 
our engineering, research and 
safety partners. Source:  WSDOT



The creation of a crash data record
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Initial Edit 
Check

• Automated business checks.
• Assign report number.

Analyze
Report

• Capture location.
• Analyze report and derive additional data.
• Goes through our quality assurance process.

Data is 
Available

• Data in CLAS system updated nightly.
• Final edit checks are performed.
• WSDOT Crash Data Mart updated every 

Monday.



Once the 
data is 
available, 
where 
does it go?
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Daily

WSP 
WRECR

WSP 
Enforcement 

Database

WSP 
Commercial 

Vehicle 
Division

NHTSA

CARFAX

Experian 
Automotive

Weekly

DSHS

Crash 
Data Mart

National 
Automobile 
Sampling 
System

Monthly

CRAB

County 
Engineers
(39 Counties)

City 
Engineers  
(281 Cities)

MPOs

Tulalip
Tribes

Quarterly

WTSC

Super-
intendent of 

Public 
Instruction

Annual

OFM

HSIS

NHTSA

Insurance 
Institute of 
Highway 
Safety

OFM

University of 
Michigan 

Transportation 
Research Inst.



WSDOT

OFM

WTSC

DOL

WSP

DOH

DSHS

Replacing 
SECTOR with the 

national model

Working with Tulalip 
Tribes on receiving and 
processing their crash 

reports

Obtaining accurate 
crash injury data

Increased vulnerable 
roadway user data 
though data linkage

Creation of an 
intersection 
Database

Creating a series 
of crash data 
dashboards

Addressing challenges through 
partnerships



How to access crash data?
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T h e  d a t a  i s  p r o t e c t e d

Under 23 U.S. Code § 148 and § 407, safety data, reports, surveys, schedules, lists 
compiled or collected for the purpose of identifying, evaluating, or planning the safety 
enhancement of potential crash sites, hazardous roadway conditions, or railway-highway 
crossings are not subject to discovery or admitted into evidence in a Federal or State court 
proceeding or considered for other purposes in any action for damages arising from any 
occurrence at a location mentioned or addressed in such reports, surveys, schedules, lists 
or data.



How to access WSDOT’s crash data
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https://remoteapps.wsdot.wa.gov
/crashdataportal

The best way to access 
summarized data is 
through our crash Data 
portal
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Summary Reports:

• 10 Year Overall Crash Summary

• 10 Year Pedestrian and Bicyclist

• Fatal and Serious Injury

Run Queries for:

• Distracted Drivers

• Alcohol Involved

• Pedestrians and Bicyclists

• Wildlife Involved Crashes

• Target Zero Emphases Areas

Queries available on the public site 
have data for 15 years but can be 
ran for only one year at a time.

Crash Data Portal: Public Site

Source:  WSDOT
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Crash Data Portal: Public Site

Source:  WSDOT

Perform summaries on 
Target Zero emphasis 
areas and risky 
behaviors.



Crash Data Portal: Secure Site

Access through Washington Secured Access 
SAW Account

Downloading Crash Data Set
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Crash Data Portal:  Secure Site
H o w  d o  I  g e t  A c c e s s ?

Secure Access Washington

1. Go to the SAW website at:   https://secureaccess.wa.gov
2. Enter the User ID and password you used to open your saw account.
3. Click Login
4. Click Add a New Service
5. Select “I have been given a code by an agency.”
6. Enter private portal and click Submit to request access to Crash Data Portal



How to access WSDOT’s crash data
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https://wsdot.wa.gov/about/transportation-data/crash-data

If you need more in-
depth data, you can 
make a request through 
our office.



WSDOT Crash Data Reports 

Single Row Flat File

Our single row flat 
file contains a full 
crash level record 
and information for 
the first four motor 
vehicle units.  
Including Target Zero 
indicators.



What are Target Zero indicators?
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Intersection Related
Wrong Way Vehicle
Alcohol/Drug Involved
Speeding Driver
Younger Driver
Lane Departure
Pedestrian Involved
Bicyclist Involved
Motorcyclist Involved

An indicator that the crash record meets one of the Target 
Zero emphasis areas or risky behaviors:



WSDOT Crash Data Reports 

Customized Maps

Customized Reports



What does the future hold?

There are some 
good initiatives  
coming down the 
road



WSDOT Office Hour Discussions

Starting in late summer 
to early fall, WSDOT 
will be hosting hour 
long sessions to 
discuss everything that 
is crash data.  

More information will be forth coming.



WSDOT Crash Data Dashboards

WSDOT will be 
releasing a series of 
dash boards 



Left turn capacity constraints

I – 82 & Queensgate Blvd
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85% reduction in total crashes
95% reduction in injury crashes
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Warren Stanley, Manager
Crash Data and Reporting Office
warren.stanley@wsdot.wa.gov
360-570-2497Thank You


