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m ESHB 1878 / Improving Young Driver Safety

A landmark bill born from interagency collaboration, setting the stage
for continuous driver education.

Years of Interagency Effort: ESHB 1878 is the culmination of extensive work to
reduce serious injury and fatal crashes in Washington.

Key Partners: Transportation Committees of the Legislature, DOL (Department of
Licensing), WTSC (Washington Traffic Safety Commission), OSPI (Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction)

Shared Goal: Developed a comprehensive plan with legislators to:
Improve access to driver education.
Engage young drivers through new education opportunities.
Enhance traffic safety outcomes.




Challenges

Washington has faced persistent challenges in driver education,
including:

« Ensuring comprehensive training for all new drivers, not just teens.

Addressing disparities in access to quality driver education, particularly in

underserved areas.

Recruiting, training, and retaining highly qualified instructors.

Adapting curriculum to evolving traffic safety needs.

ESHB 1878 is our comprehensive response to these challenges, aiming to

Create a more robust, accessible, and effective driver education system.
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Strengthening the Instructor Workforce: Increasing the number of qualified
instructors through improved training, certification pathways, and ongoing support
B I to grow capacity.

Enhancing Access and Affordability: Expanding access to driver education for
all individuals under 18 years old, particularly in underserved communities,
through increased awareness of resources, financial aid programs, and diverse
curriculum delivery methods.

Fostering Diversity and Inclusion: Creating a more diverse and inclusive
driver education industry by supporting aspiring driver training school owners and
instructors from varied backgrounds.

.



m A Comprehensive Approach

This landmark legislation significantly restructures driver education in
Washington State.

ts core intent is to improve young driver safety by progressively mandating driver
training education for new license applicants up to age 25.

The bill introduces several key initiatives, subject to funding:

« Expanding driver education requirements beyond 18.

« Implementing a financial assistance program.

Addressing driver education deserts.

Establishing remedial training requirements after licensure.
Enhancing instructor training and availability.




m Phased-in Mandate for Young Adults (Ages 18-25)

Individuals between 18 and 25 years of age will progressively be
required to complete a driver training education course before
obtaining their initial driver's license:

« Beginning January 1, 2027: Ages 18 but under 19.

« Beginning January 1, 2028: Ages 18 but under 20.

« Beginning January 1, 2029: Ages 18 but under 21.

« Beginning January 1, 2030: Ages 18 but under 22. —




m Safe Driving Course for Repeat Infractions

To address post-licensure safety, new requirements for remedial
training are introduced:

Beginning January 1, 2027: Initial license holders aged 18-24 with two
moving violation infractions must complete a safe driving course or
face license suspension.

Beginning January 1, 2031: Drivers 22-24 must complete 3 hours of
BTW training in addition to classroom training as a part of a
condensed traffic safety education course.

.




m Driver Training Education Refresher Course

Beginning January 1, 2031: All first-time licenses will expire on a
driver's 215t birthday — or 2-years after issuance, whichever occurs

later.

To renew, drivers must complete an online refresher course focused
on impairment, hazard perception and risk reduction.
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m Enhancements to Curriculum and Delivery

Curriculum Updates
The required curriculum for driver training schools will now include

instruction on work zone and first responder safety awareness.
Additionally, a required online course on these topics will be
mandated for applicants under 25.

Online and Behind-the-Wheel Focus

Driver training schools are encouraged to incorporate self-paced
online components for classroom instruction. This allows schools to
focus valuable teaching resources on critical behind-the-wheel

training.




m Enhancements to Curriculum and Delivery

Flexibility in Behind-the-Wheel Instruction
Schools may offer up to four hours of behind-the-wheel instruction in

a single day in cases of hardship, providing much-needed flexibility for
students.

Electronic Translation Devices

The Department of Licensing (DOL) may approve the use of electronic
translation devices for driver training education, including behind-the-
wheel instruction, and for examination and assessment purposes,

enhancing accessibility for diverse populations.
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m Expand Access and Improve Instructor Opportunity

Instructor Education Program

The DOL will establish a program to expand education and

certification training opportunities for driver training school

instructors. This includes:

« Developing a comprehensive traffic safety education program for
iInstructors.

« Establishing mentorship programs.

« Streamlining certification with the Office of the Superintendent of
Public Instruction (OSPI).

 Facilitating partnerships between private driving schools and
educational institutions.
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m Expand Access and Improve Instructor Opportunity

Driver Training Education Voucher Program

Beginning January 1, 2027: A voucher program will be established to
help individuals aged 15-24 from low-income households cover the
costs of various driver education courses. The DOL will develop the
policy framework and guidelines in consultation with relevant
agencies.

Tribal Partnership Program
Beginning July 1, 2026: The DOL will establish a program to partner

with tribal governments to provide young driver education and
training in tribal communities, addressing driver education deserts

and cultural considerations.

.
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Corrective Safe
Driving Course

January1,2027
- Drivers age 18-24 with two moving
violations will need to take a safe
driving course
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Renewals will require drivers take
the 21 refresher course. Licenses
for age 16-19 expire on their 21st
birthday. Licenses for ages 20-21
expire two years after issue.

Condensed Traffic
Safety Education

Course
January 1, 2031
Drivers age 22-24 with two
moving violations will need
to take a condensed traffic
safety education driving

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII} course



m Implementation of this bill includes:

Driver Education Safety Improvement Account to:
« Expand access to driver education by establishing a scholarship voucher
program to begin in 2027.
« Establish the tribal program by working tribal partners to help deliver
driver education in tribal communities.
« Establish the program to expand opportunities for driver education

INstructors.
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Special Plate: "Historical Throwback" License Plate
Washington will create a black and white "Historical Throwback"
icense plate, similar to an early 20th-century design.

Proceeds from this special plate will be placed in the Driver Education
Safety Improvement Account, further supporting our programs.

WASHINGTON




m Implementation and Engagement

Comprehensive & Integrated Driver Education Delivery System

We are working to provide a platform where drivers can fulfill some

driver education requirements by taking online courses.

« Safe driving courses, refresher courses, and some core content.

 Includes exploring options for the use of telematics to customize
educational content, providing flexible and personalized learning
experiences.

.



m Implementation and Engagement

Establishing the Washington Driver Education Advisory Committee

A crucial step is the establishment of the Washington Driver
Fducation Advisory Committee. Its composition will include a diverse
range of driver education professionals and various representatives.
This committee will provide essential recommendations on specific
provisions related to the bill's implementation, ensuring broad input
and expertise.

.



m Workgroups and Rulemaking

Establishing Workgroups

Implementation of a bill of this magnitude requires involvement from
many agencies, divisions, and program areas. We have established
workgroups to ensure seamless coordination, resource allocation,
and a unified approach across the implementation.

Extensive Rule Writing Efforts

DOL is working independently and cooperatively with other state
agencies to write and modify numerous rules. This is a meticulous
process to translate legislative intent into clear, enforceable
regulations that support the new requirements and programs.




E£€ Helping every Washington resident
LIVE, WORK, DRIVE, AND THRIVE. %9



QUESTIONS
AND
COMMENTS

Dan Cooke | Administrator | WADOL Licensing, Endorsements, and Traffic Safety

dcooke@dol.wa.gov
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