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What is aggressive driving?
The definition of aggressive driving varies from “the operation of a motor vehicle in a manner
that endangers or is likely to endanger persons or property” (National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration) to “the commission of two or more moving violations that require a
defensive reaction of another driver” (Washington State Patrol). Tasca proposed a definition
as “a driving behavior is aggressive if it is deliberate, likely to increase the risk of a collision,
and is motivated by impatience, annoyance, hostility, and/or an attempt to save time.”
Aggressive driving encompasses a variety of driver behaviors, including flashing headlights
and yelling at other drivers, speeding, running stop signs and red lights, tailgating, weaving
through traffic, and failing to yield the right of way.’

Research aims How we define aggressive driving.
Given that self-reported aggressive driving Since there is no citation specific to
behaviors are common and drivers have aggressive driving in Washington, we
engaged in more risky behaviors during and used the list of citations below as proxies
after the COVID-19 pandemic, we aimed to: for aggressive driving-related citations
1) Examine whether COVID-19 was (RCWs available in full report):
associated with changes in the prevalence | * Recklessdriving
of aggressive driving behaviors as * Racing
measured by traffic citations in * Speeding
Washington. * Improper-passing
2) Evaluate the association between receiving | * Failure-to-yield
a citation for an aggressive driving-related | * Failure-to-stop (failure to stop at
behavior and involvement in a crash during traffic light/stop sign/flagger)
the subsequent two years. * Following-too-closely

What data and methods did we use?

1) Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) traffic citation data from 2010-2023
containing court records of filed civil and criminal traffic violations.

2) Washington Department of Transportation collision data from 2010-2023 containing
collision records on roadways open to the public and involving property damage of at
least $1,000 or injuries.

3) We conducted an interrupted time series analysis using segmented regression to
assess changes in aggressive-driving-related citations associated with COVID-19. The
interruption timeframe was defined as the start of the COVID-19 epidemic, using the
statewide COVID-19 shutdown from the end of March through June 2020 as the
indicator.”

4) We used survival analysis to examine the association between citation type and the
hazard of a subsequent collision within two years.

Aggressive Driving in WA Page 1


https://wtsc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2026/09/Aggressive-Driving-Report-_WTSC.pdf

E TRAFFIC SAFETY S Lo September 2026

How many drivers received

COMMISSION & RESEARCH CENTER

UNIVERSITY of WASHINGTON

Total Citations by Year

traffic citations/infractions? 600,000
* Between 2010 and 2023, there
were about 3.75 million traffic n 20000
citations/infractions recorded in 2
the Administrative Office of 5 400,000
Courts (AOC). .
« Annual traffic citations/infractions g 300,000
increased fourfold over the =
decade, climbing from 108,324 in 200,000
2010 to an all-time peak of
580,943 in 2019, and remaining 100,000 SRR SR PR APPSR R
elevated at 438,569 in 2023. AR R SR I AR U

What do we know about drivers with aggressive-driving traffic violations?

Drivers under 25 accounted for 70 percent of racing citations (16-19-year-olds: 27% and
20-24-year-olds: 43%).

Drivers under 35 accounted for more than half (56%) of reckless driving citations (20-24-
year-olds: 22% and 25-34-year-olds: 34%).

Drivers cited for all types of citations other than racing and reckless driving were relatively
evenly distributed by age groups, peaking in the 35-54-year-old group.

Drivers aged 65 and older had the highest percentage of failure-to-yield citations (13%),
compared with other citations (e.g., speeding [4.1%] and following-too-closely [6%]).

Age Distribution by Aggressive Driving Citation Type

100%

How many aggressive driving-
related traffic violations over time?

® 75% rgegrown | © Speeding was the most common
-% M - violation, accounting for 45.2% of all
3‘3' . oy traffic violation cases, up from 14% in
S S0 0 2010 to 59% in 2023.
§ 3 oo * Reckless driving citations were roughly
- 25% 6,000- 8,000/year.
* Improper passing citations increased from
0, IR = i e 140in 2010 to 1,707 in 2023.
{\4\*9 %669 Q&@ s %\e}e’\&e\“‘oé@Q *  Failure-to-yield citations increased from

AR 537 in 2010 to 4,936 in 2023.

& & <@ & @ * Following-too-closely citations increased
A Qo\\° from 641 in 2010 to 10,462 in 2023.
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Did aggressive-driving-related traffic violations change after COVID-19?

* Priorto COVID-19, speeding, following too closely, failure to yield, improper passing,
and failure to stop at a traffic light/stop sign all increased, with the strongest increase
of 1.04 percent quarterly in speeding. Reckless driving decreased significantly by 0.11
percent quarterly.

* Immediately after the COVID-19 pandemic began, speeding jumped significantly by
6.69 percent, and failure to stop at a traffic light/stop sign (failure-to-stop) dropped
significantly by 0.81 percent.

* None of the groups showed a significant change in trends after the pandemic began.
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Are aggressive-driving-related |
traffic violations associated Speeding 1-9 mph 1£°
with future crashes? reference) 1
i i 1.11 (1.08-1.14)
Compgred to drivers cited f(?r . Speeding 1019 mph |
speeding 1-9 mph over the limit, the |
i iai ithi 1.32 (1.28-1.36)
!’ISk of a collision within two years Speeding 20+ mph |
increased: |
. . . ) 1.58 (1.51-1.65)
By 11 percent in speeding 10-19 Reckless driving |
mph. |
. i i i 1.24 (1.20-1.27)
By 24 percent !n other gltatlons. others |
* By 32percentinspeeding 20+ |
mph° . . \.Q \t\ \‘.1' \?" \P‘ \?’ \g)
* By 58 percentin reckless driving. Hazard Ratio (95% CI)
Others: improper-passing, failure-to-yield,
following-too-closely, failure-to-stop.

What can you do to prevent aggressive-driving-related crashes?

8 DY »-6

Never Drive Obey Posted Always Maintain 3-4
Recklessly Speed Limits Yield the Right Second Following

of Way Distance
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